Friday, January 29th 2010 
Women’s Under 18 National Cup Final
AOS Security Glanmire (Cork) 62 (22) (E O’Callaghan 20, C Scannell 13, S O’Sullivan 9) Meteors (Dublin) 49 (30) (K McDaid 15, K McBride 9, T Solan 7)

MVP; Emily O’Callaghan (AOS Security Glanmire)
AOS Security Glanmire have been crowned Women’s Under 18 National Cup champions after a 62-49 win over Meteors in the opening game of the National Cup weekend at the National Basketball Arena. 
The win was no small part inspired by ‘MVP’ Emily O’Callaghan, who struck 20 points as the Cork side got their weekend off to a fantastic start.

Meteors started sprightly with a lay-up from Katie Kilbride helping open up an early 3-0 lead but it wasn’t long before Glanmire restored parity courtesy of an excellent three from Irish underage international Clodagh Scannell.

An entertaining opening five minutes saw the sides locked at 10 points each before Katie Kilbride made a penetrating drive to the basket to swing the pendulum in favour of the Dubliners. Casey Grace, who features in all three of Glanmire’s squads this weekend, put Glanmire ahead by one (15-14) but Eimhear Brown ensured Meteors who be on level terms at the end of the first quarter (16-16).
Meteors continued in a similar vein at the beginning of the second quarter with Katie McDaid finishing a well worked up and under move. They soon found themselves leading by ten points with further baskets from Kilbride and a big three from Cliona Mairtin leaving Hugh Kilbride’s side holding a handsome 30-20 advantage. Grace scored in the closing stages for Glanmire of the half to leave eight points between the sides at the break. (30-22)

However, Glanmire refused to panic and turned on the style in the third with a basket from Stephanie O’Sullivan signaling their intent. The Cork giants continued to impress with a three from the impressive Emily O’Callaghan ensuring a classic contest was locked at 30-30. In a phenomenal turnaround, Glanmire blitzed Meteors in this quarter 23 – 6 , helping themselves to an extremely healthy 45 – 36 lead heading into the final quarter.

Glanmire were in no mood to let up and went further ahead with the first score of the final quarter through Grace on the inside. Meteors desperately tried to get back into the contest with scores from Tessa Solan and Rebecca Nagle. Glanmire were proving tough opponents to shake off with a three from Scannell extending their lead to 11 points (50-39) with 6:35 left on the clock.

It was proving to be a memorable start for the Cork ladies seeking three in a row this weekend with Emily O’Callaghan converting once again to ensure no way back for Meteors as they enjoyed a 62-49 success.

GLANMIRE SECURE THE DOUBLE

30th Jan 2010


AOS Security Glanmire made it a double triumph for the club on Saturday after a highly entertaining 57-54 win over Waterford Wildcats to ensure success in the final of the Women’s Under-20 National Cup final.
Claire Rockall, who will feature for Montenotte in Sunday’s final, was named ‘MVP’ after a fine display including a points tally of 17 points.
A tight opening quarter saw Cathy Kavanagh converting from the free throw line before a three from Christine O’Gorman maintained the momentum for the Waterford side. 
Glanmire were taking their time to settle but soon found their rhythm with good play from Valarie O’Driscoll and a three from Clodagh Scannell ensuring the Cork outfit trailed by just a solitary point at the end of the first quarter.

O’Driscoll continued to impress for Glanmire with a basket in the early stages of the second quarter, while Claire Rockall followed it up with a determined drive to the hoop.  
The pendulum had swung in Glanmire’s favour and they now lead 13-10 with Mark Scannell’s charges causing a lot of problems for the Wildcats defence. 
Rockall was impressing, scoring in quick succession to stretch the lead to 25-17. Kavanagh provided some respite with a superb rebound effort but O’Driscoll was leading the charge for Glanmire and they lead 30-21 at the interval.
Wildcats were far from finished and signaled their intent with an opening score through Erica Walsh. The comeback continued with further scores from Sinead Deegan and Erica Walsh helping to cut the deficit to just six points. O’Gorman & Cathy Kavanagh made three from the line to put help put just five between the sides at the end of the third quarter. (40-35)

An exciting final quarter was opened with a jump shot from Helena Rohan before Rockall took control with seven unanswered points. With six and a half minutes remaining, Melissa Stone struck two big three’s to give the Wildcats a slender one point lead. Glanmire were proving resilient with a three from Emily O’Callaghan helping to put her side up by two.

A dramatic closing saw Clodagh Scannell score on the inside and it proved enough as Glanmire went on to claim success by virtue of a 57-54 win.

Glanmire Team Hotel Montenotte are runners up in the WSL National Cup Final. 

31st Jan 2010

DCU Mercy ended their first appearance in a National Cup final with success after denying Team Montenotte Hotel Cork a four in a row title success courtesy of a 68-55 win in a dramatic contest at the National Basketball Arena in Tallaght.

Captain fantastic and MVP Lindsey Peat produced a typically robust all round performance, inspiring her team as has been so often the case this season. 
Niamh Dwyer opened the scoring for Montenotte, managing to cut down the lane to mark the start of a bright opening spell for the Cork giants. Dwyer continued to make an impression with a big interception before a big three from Aine McKenna helped extend their advantage to five points (9-4). 

Another big three followed courtesy of captain Marie Breen but DCU Mercy responded in brilliant fashion. Suzanne Maguire started the revival with a super reverse lay-up, while Shauna O’Connor played her part with two excellent three’s to give the Dubliners a 23-18 lead at the end of the first quarter.

O’Connor’s excellent display of three point shooting continued in the early stages of the second quarter to help stretch DCU’s advantage to nine points (29-20). DCU were causing plenty of problems for Montenotte with Lindsey Peat producing an excellent break down cut following great work from Suzanne Maguire.  
Claire Rockall provided some respite for Montenotte but a big seal in the post by Ann-Marie Healy in the closing stages ensured a 36-28 advantage at half time.

Montenotte signaled their intentions early in the third quarter with two baskets in quick succession from Breen to bring them within four points of their opponents. Their pressure continued with Dwyer sinking another three to leave the slightest of margins between the sides. Peat was not to be outdone for DCU and replied with a three but a compelling quarter swung once again when Dwyer was the latest recipient of a three. With two minutes remaining, DCU lead by four (49-45) but two successfully converted free throws from Claire Rockall meant just two points separated the sides heading into the final quarter. (49-47)

Valarie O’Driscoll got Glanmire off to a perfect start in the final quarter but a superb drive to the basket from Sarah McGrath put six points between the sides and some much needed breathing space for DCU. (55-49)

O’Driscoll was making her presence count with a big basket inside setting up a grandstand finale to this hugely entertaining contest. DCU held their nerve to increase their advantage to 61-53 with Ann Marie Healy converting off an endline play. Their was no way back for Mark Scannell’s charges as their bid for a four in a row was denied on a scoreline of 68-55.

