Glanmire Team Hotel Montenotte overcome DCU Mercy in a thrilling final to secure three in a row league titles

From Basketball Ireland

Team Montenotte Hotel Cork completed a three in a row of league titles on Saturday when they accounted for old foes DCU Mercy 64-57 in the final of the IrishSport.TV Women’s SuperLeague. 
In another milestone for the club, Grainne Dwyer capped off her return from Australia to produce an ‘MVP’ performance with an excellent defensive showing.

DCU Mercy opened up a fourth point lead in the early stages of the first quarter (7-3) before Niamh Dwyer closed the gap to just a solitary point courtesy of a three pointer from the top of the arch. Another three closely followed through the Irish international Dwyer but Lindsey Peat struck two baskets to leave DCU with a two point lead at the end of the first quarter. (13-11)

Amanda O’Regan opened Montenotte’s account from the free throw line in the second quarter, while a basket inside from Grainne Dyer marked a positive spell for the Cork side. A costly turnover from Emma Reilly resulted in a basket for Maire Breen and a converted bonus point giving Glanmire a three point lead but Shauna O’Connor responded in typically brilliant fashion. The 6’1” Guard contributed three three pointers to swing the contest in favour of DCU. Peat continued the onslaught with a further three to widen the gap to 12 points.  Dwyer provided some respite for Montenotte but Peat converted inside again to leave Mark Ingle’s side with a handsome 34-20 half time lead.

Montenotte clawed their way back into the contest in the third quarter with Claire Rockall starting the comeback with a superb three pointer. Another three from Rockall further cut into the deficit before Dwyer showed her experience with a three to maintain the revival. DCU found some respite in what was proving a miserable quarter for the Dubliners through Sarah Woods and O’Connor. However, a three pointer on the buzzer from Dwyer saw the Glanmire side fight back to within two points of their opponents heading into the final quarter. (43-41)

It didn’t take long before the comeback was complete when Marie Breen converted a basket before Dwyer edged her side in front moments later. Breen was to cause further heartache for DCU when she nailed five points without reply. DCU’s problems were worsened when Lisa Palmer was fouled out as the National Cup champions trailed 55-49. 

In a dramatic finale, Peat did her utmost to get her side back into the contest from the free throw line but a score inside from Aine McKenna was enough to ensure their third league title in succession.

REACTION (Mark Scannell, Head Coach Team Montenotte Hotel Cork)

"Defensively I was happy enough but offensively we weren't at the races and weren't making any shots in the first half," said Scannell. "We had a few words at half time and in fairness they came out with a bit of heart and soul. We made a couple of shots and we gave them something to think about.

"It was a great game to win," added Scannell. "It makes up somewhat for losing the cup final to DCU Mercy. It's brilliant to achieve a three-in-a-row particularly in a transition season. I am very proud of this team, they deserve this for all the hours they put in every week."
