DART 73 
TEAM MONTENOTTE 74

12th Jan 2008

Dart Killlester 74
Team Montenotte Hotel 73
Team Montenotte Hotel Cork’s hopes of retaining their Under 18 National Cup title looked all but dead as they trailed 73-66 with just over a minute left on the clock but in a remarkable semi final comeback led by their inspirational captain Orla O’Reilly the Champions prevailed.
In was a cruel blow for Killester who came so close to knocking the holders out with some outstanding offensive play from their top scorer Jade Daly while keeping Glanmire at bay with some excellent defence which Glanmire’s manager Mark Scannell reflected on after his team’s narrow win. 
“Overall I’m very disappointed because I think we’re better than that but I thought Killester were very good on the day and probably deserved to win if the truth be known.  It was a dog fight but Orla O’Reilly is a special player and with the game on the line they tried everything but she found a way.  So we’re just delighted to have won and got out of jail.” 

With ten seconds left on the clock the Cork team trailed their Dublin opponents by just a single point but in a dramatic finish Reilly broke through the Killester defence before hitting the all important basket to break Killester’s hearts. In a pulsating game both teams covered every inch of the boards and there was very little to show between them throughout the game. At the end of the first quarter Glanmire held a slender lead of 24-20 thanks to some fine scoring courtesy of their captain O’Reilly and forward Chantelle Twomey. 
The O’Reilly twin sisters’ superb offence play in the second quarter kept their lead intact leaving them 41-34 to the good at half time.  But Killester responded with an outstanding third quarter outscoring their opponents by 25-15 points. 

Killester’s Hannah Thornton came to the fore notching up consecutive baskets along with excellent defensive play from Alex Troy to stretch their lead to 73-63 with just under three minutes left on the clock.  However the reigning champions had the final twist in the tale to progress to the final in a repeat of last year’s showdown against Maree of Galway. 

Top 3 Scorers
Team Montenotte Hotel; Orla O’Reilly 28 points, Valerie O’Driscoll 12 points, Sinead O’Reilly 8 points 
Dart Killester; Jade Daly 25 points, Hannah Thornton 18 points, Aisling O’Neill 9 points. 

